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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address » 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
♦ Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )|3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 January 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-60 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6M Claim(s) 1-1 8.21. 23,25-30.32-36.38.39.41, 43.44.48-57.59 and 60 is/are rejected. 

7) M Claim(s) 19.20.22.24.31.37.40.42.45-47 and 58 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

£))□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 29 January 2002 is/are: a)D accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 



The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every . 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the step of transporting the waste 
container further comprises utilizing a transportation vehicle having a compartment which 
maintains a sub micron filtered exhaust which when secured shut creates a pressure which is 
negative to the atmospheric pressure insuring against any significant leakage of any component 
of the waste outside of the compartment, a horizontal section of the conveyor belt, an elevator to 
raise the waste container, a roller belt, a mechanical system to pick up and feed the waste 
container into the waste disposal system, utilizing information about the waste to predict an 
arrival time at the waste processing site which predicted arrival time may be used to schedule 
processing of the waste containers, correlating and estimating the carbon content of the waste 
based upon a specific type and composition of the waste; and utilizing the waste as a fuel for a 
waste disposal system, collecting data relating to the end products generated from the specific 
type and composition of the waste and determining or adjusting a waste disposal fee for the 
waste, the data relating to end products include information about yield and whether the end 
products are useable to form a commercial product, must be shown or the feature(s) canceled 
from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, 8-11, 17, 18, 23,25, 26,41,43,44, 48, 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Withers et al in view of Medeiros et al. Withers et al discloses 
selecting and classifying a waste container to collect a specified type of waste (col. 4, lines 66- 
69, col. 5, lines 1-3); providing a waste container to a generator of the specified type of waste, 
the waste container being used to collect the waste (col. 1, lines 20-23), collecting the specified 
type of waste in the selected waste container, collecting the waste (col. 4, lines 62-65), 
transporting the waste container to a waste processing site, transporting the waste (col. 1 lines 
24-25), processing the waste in a waste disposal system, the waste disposal system capable of 
converting the waste into end products; treating the waste and (col. 1, line 25) collecting and 
tracking information about the waste as it moves through the process of utilizing the integrated 
waste containment and processing system, collecting information about the waste at selected 
points as the waste is collected, transported and treated, wherein the information comprises data 
relating to the waste content, origin or end products (col. 11, lines 16-37), the container has a 
unique identification code, the unique identification code comprises a bar code system (col. 11, 
line 18), the waste is selected form the group consisting of solid hazardous, asbestos medical 
infectious, pharmaceutical, radioactive crematory, and other potentially infectious material waste 
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or combination thereof (col. 3, line 44), the waste includes medical infectious waste, and the 
medical infectious waste further comprises pathological, biohazardous or chemotherapeutic 
waste (col. 1, line 36), the container is rigid, substantially airtight, water resistant and puncture 
resistant (col. 10, lines 38-39, col. 10, lines 48-49), the waste container further comprises a safety 
tamper resistant latched lid (fig. 5, col. 2, line 17, 19), the information comprises any of pick up 
date and time, disposal time and date, the type, volume or weight of the waste, pick up and 
disposal location (col. 1 1 , lines 20-26), . . . and making the information available to either or both 
of a waste processor and a waste generator (col. 11, lines 20-26, col. 4, lines 44-52), the end 
products comprise a syngas, vitrified glass and metal materials (col. 10, line 56, 29, fig. 1) 
collecting drop off information and .... The drop off information to the waste generator and/or 
the processing site, the drop off information comprising any of drop off date, time the number, 
type, size and or color of the waste container, designed compositions of the waste for the 
container, drop off location, and a waste generator number (col. 11, line 23-33), picking up the 
waste container and collecting pick up information and ... the pick up information to the waste 
generator and or processing site prior to processing the waste, the pick up information 
comprising any of pick up date and time, weight contents of the containers, volume of waste and 
location of pick up (col. 2, line 22-27, col. 11, line 23-33), issuing a certificate of destruction to 
the waste generator, the certificate providing positive confirmation of the destruction of the 
waste (col. 11, line 33-37), compiling and correlating information about the waste and 
developing a waste treatment recipe based on the specific type and composition of the waste, 
correlating the information to operating parameters of a waste disposal system (col. 11, line 30- 
33), providing a report ... the report including data relating to the waste collected and treated 
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from the waste generator (col. 4, lines 44-52), tracking status of the waste using an identification 
code system and generating a certificate of destruction, the certificate of destruction providing a 
positive confirmation of the destruction of the waste (col. 11, line 18, lines 33-37), utilizing the 
information and generating a waste report specific to the waste generator, wherein the waste 
generator is a patient, medical provider, hospital laboratory or pharmacy (col. 4, lines 44-52, col. 
1, lines 46-47), the information is made available ... for a specified waste generator (col. 4, lines 
44-52). Withers et al discloses applicant's invention substantially as claimed with the exception 
of wherein the information can be electronically accessed from one or more distant locations, 
electronically transmitting, the internet or through other electronic means, electronically storing. 
Medeiros et al teaches wherein the information can be electronically accessed from one or more 
distant locations, electronically transmitting, the internet or through other electronic means, 
electronically storing (col. 3, lines 51-56, col. 11, lines 7-11) for the purpose of reducing 
paperwork and assuring compliance with procedures. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Withers et al by including wherein the information can be 
electronically accessed from one or more distant locations, electronically transmitting, the 
internet or through other electronic means, electronically storing as taught by Medeiros et al for 
the purpose of reducing paperwork and assuring compliance with procedures to reduce 
processing costs. 

Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Withers et 
al in view of Medeiros et al as applied to claims 5 and 1 above, respectively and further in view 
of Hollub et al. Withers et al discloses medical/infectious. Withers et al in view of Medeiros et al 
discloses applicant's invention substantially as claimed with the exception of the waste 
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containers meet the specifications required by the United States DOT for collecting and 
transporting . . . waste . Hollub et al teaches of the waste containers meet the specifications 
required by the United States DOT for collecting and transporting . . . waste for the purpose of 
preventing an accidental spill to safeguard the environment and reduce exposure. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Withers et al by including of the waste 
containers meet the specifications required by the United States DOT for collecting and 
transporting . . . waste as taught by Hollub et al for the purpose of preventing an accidental spill 
to safeguard the environment and reduce exposure. 

Claims 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Withers et al in view of Medeiros et al as applied to claim 1 above, respectively and further in 
view of Titus et al. Whither et al discloses the container has a unique identification code, the 
unique identification code comprises a bar code system (col. 11, line 18), the waste is selected 
form the group consisting of solid hazardous, asbestos medical infectious, pharmaceutical, 
radioactive crematory, and other potentially infectious material waste or combination thereof 
(col. 3, line 44). Withers et al in view of Medeiros et al discloses applicant's invention 
substantially as claimed with the exception of the waste disposal system is a plasma enhanced 
melter system, wherein the plasma enhanced melter system utilizes both a plasma arc and joule 
heating . Titus et al teaches the waste disposal system is a plasma enhanced melter system, 
wherein the plasma enhanced melter system utilizes both a plasma arc and joule heating (col. 2, 
lines 48-52) for the purpose of reducing gaseous emissions. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Withers et al by including the waste disposal system is a 
plasma enhanced melter system, wherein the plasma enhanced melter system utilizes both a 
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plasma arc and joule heating as taught by Titus et al for the purpose of reducing gaseous 
emissions and thus reduce the costs associated with pollution remediation processes for the 
exhaust gases. 

Claims 15, and 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Withers 
et al in view of Medeiros et al and Titus et al as applied to claim 12 above, and further in view of 
Hollub et al. Withers et al discloses medical/infectious (col. 1, line 19), the information 
comprises any of pick up date and time, disposal time and date, the type, volume or weight of the 
waste, pick up and disposal location (col. 11, lines 20-26). Withers et al in view of Medeiros and 
Titus discloses applicant's invention substantially as claimed with the exception of the waste 
containers meet the specifications required by the United States DOT and the UN for collecting 
and transporting . . . waste . Hollub et al teaches of the waste containers meet the specifications 
required by the United States DOT and the UN for collecting and transporting . . . waste for the 
purpose of preventing an accidental spill to safeguard the environment and reduce exposure. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Withers et al by including 
of the waste containers meet the specifications required by the United States DOT and the UN 
for collecting and transporting . . . waste as taught by Hollub et al for the purpose of preventing 
an accidental spill to safeguard the environment and reduce exposure. 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Whither et al in 
view of Medeiros as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Houser. Withers et al 
discloses receiving and storing the waste container in a designated site at the waste processing 
site (col. 10, line 55-56), treating the waste (col. 10, line 56). Withers et al in view of Medeiros 
discloses applicant's invention substantially as claimed with the exception of loading the waste 
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container utilizing a conveyor belt system; collecting and testing the end products. Houser 
teaches loading the waste container utilizing a conveyor belt system (col. 3, line 18) for the 
purpose of automating the process to improve productivity and decrease occupational exposure. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Withers et al by 
including loading the waste container utilizing a conveyor belt system as taught by Houser for 
the purpose of automating the process to improve productivity and decrease occupational 
exposure. Houser teaches collecting and testing the end products (col. 3, lines 1 1-13) for the 
purpose of insuring that environmental regulations are met. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Withers et al by including collecting and testing the end 
products as taught by Houser for the purpose of insuring that environmental regulations are met 
so that the environment is protected and costly fines avoided. 

Claim 50, 51, 52, 55, and 60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Withers et al in view of Medeiros and Houser et al. Withers et al discloses selecting and 
classifying a waste container to collect a specified type of waste (col. 4, lines 66-69, col. 5, lines 
1-3); providing a waste container to a generator of the specified type of waste, the waste 
container being used to collect the waste (col. 1, lines 20-23), collecting the specified type of 
waste in the selected waste container (col. 4, lines 62-65), transporting the waste container to a 
waste processing site (col. 1 lines 24-25),processing the waste in a waste disposal system, the . 
waste disposal system capable of converting the waste into end products; and (col. 1, line 25), 
collecting and tracking information about the waste at selected points as it moves through the 
process of utilizing the integrated waste containment and processing system (col. 1 1, lines 16- 
37), the information comprises drop off, pick up, and processing information (col.l 1, lines 20- 
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26, col. 4, lines 44-52), providing a certificate of destruction to the waste generator, the 
certificate providing positive confirmation of the destruction of the waste (col. 11, line 33-37), 
the waste is selected form the group consisting of solid hazardous, asbestos medical infectious, 
pharmaceutical, radioactive crematory, and other potentially infectious material waste or 
combination thereof (col. 3, line 44), the waste includes medical infectious waste, and the 
medical infectious waste further comprises pathological, biohazardous or chemotherapeutic 
waste (col. 1, line 36), providing a report ... the report including data relating to the waste 
collected and treated from the waste generator (col. 4, lines 44-52), the end products comprise a 
syngas, vitrified glass and metal materials (col. 10, line 56, 29, fig. 1). Withers discloses 
applicant's invention substantially as claimed with the exception of the information can be 
electronically accessed from one or more distant locations, the internet or through other 
electronic means. Medeiros et al teaches wherein the information can be electronically accessed 
from one or more distant locations, the internet or through other electronic means (col. 3, lines 
51-56, col. 1 1, lines 7-11) for the purpose of reducing paperwork and assuring compliance with 
procedures. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Withers et al 
by including wherein the information can be electronically accessed from one or more distant 
locations, the internet or through other electronic means as taught by Medeiros et al for the 
purpose of reducing paperwork and assuring compliance with procedures to reduce processing 
costs. Withers et al in view of Medeiros discloses applicant's invention substantially as claimed 
with the exception of collecting and testing the end products. Houser teaches collecting and 
testing the end products (col. 3, lines 1 1-13) for the purpose of insuring that environmental 
regulations are met. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
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Withers et al by including collecting and testing the end products as taught by Houser for the 
purpose of insuring that environmental regulations are met so that the environment is protected 
and costly fines avoided. 

Claims 53, 54, 56, 57, 59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Withers et al in view of Medeiros and Houser et al as applied to claim 50 above, and further in 
view of Ho Hub. Withers et al discloses medical infectious (Col. 1, line 36), the container is rigid, 
substantially airtight, water resistant and puncture resistant (col. 10, lines 38-39, col. 10, lines 48- 
49), the drop off information comprising any of drop off date, time the number, type, size and or 
color of the waste container, designed compositions of the waste for the container, drop off 
location, and a waste generator number (col. 11, line 23-33), the pick up information comprising 
any of pick up date and time, weight contents of the containers, volume of waste and location of 
pick up (col. 2, line 22-27, col. 11, line 23-33), compiling and correlating information about the 
waste and developing a waste treatment recipe based on the specific type and composition of the 
waste (col. 1 1, line 30-33). Withers et al in view of Medeiros and Houser et al discloses 
applicant's invention substantially as claimed with the exception of the waste containers meet the 
specifications required by the United States DOT for collecting and transporting . . . waste . 
Hollub et al teaches of the waste containers meet the specifications required by the United States 
DOT for collecting and transporting . . . waste for the purpose of preventing an accidental spill to 
safeguard the environment and reduce exposure. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Withers et al by including of the waste containers meet the 
specifications required by the United States DOT for collecting and transporting . . . waste as 
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taught by Hollub et al for the purpose of preventing an accidental spill to safeguard the 
environment and reduce exposure. 

Claims 27-29, 32,33 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Withers 
et al in view of Medeiros et al and Soprano et al. Withers et al discloses selecting an appropriate 
container to collect the waste (col. 4, lines 66-69, col. 5, lines 1-3); the container has a unique 
identification code (col. 11, line 18), providing the container to a waste generator (col. 1, lines 
20-23), tracking information about the waste at selected points through out the process of 
collecting and containing the waste, wherein the information can be ... by either or both of the 
waste generator and a waste processor (col. 4, lines 44-61), the waste is selected form the group 
consisting of solid hazardous, asbestos medical infectious, pharmaceutical, radioactive 
crematory, and other potentially infectious material waste or combination thereof (col. 3, line 
44), the waste includes medical infectious waste, and the medical infectious waste further 
comprises pathological, biohazardous or chemotherapeutic waste (col. 1, line 36), collecting 
drop off information and .... The drop off information to the waste generator and/or the 
processing site, the drop off information comprising any of drop off date, time the number, type, 
size and or color of the waste container, designed compositions of the waste for the container, 
drop off location, and a waste generator number (col. 1 1, line 23-33), picking up the waste 
container and collecting pick up information and ... the pick up information to the waste 
generator and or processing site prior to processing the waste, the pick up information 
comprising any of pick up date and time, weight contents of the containers, volume of waste and 
location of pick up (col. 2, line 22-27, col. 11, line 23-33). Withers et al discloses applicant's 
invention substantially as claimed with the exception of transporting the container with selected 



Application/Control Number: 10/060,568 Page 12 

Art Unit: 3749 

waste in a vehicle, wherein the vehicle has a containment section designed to substantially 
eliminate a leakage of any component of the waste outside of the containment section, 
electronically accessed, electronically transmitted. Medeiros teaches electronically accessed, 
electronically transmitted (col. 3, lines 51-56, col. 11, lines 7-11) for the purpose of reducing 
paperwork and assuring compliance with procedures. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Withers et al by including electronically accessed, 
electronically transmitted as taught by Medeiros et al for the purpose of reducing paperwork and 
assuring compliance with procedures to reduce processing costs. Withers et al in view of 
Medeiros discloses applicant's invention substantially as claimed with the exception of 
transporting the container with selected waste in a vehicle, wherein the vehicle has a containment 
section designed to substantially eliminate a leakage of any component of the waste outside of 
the containment section. Soprano et al teaches transporting the container with selected waste in a 
vehicle, wherein the vehicle has a containment section designed to substantially eliminate a 
leakage of any component of the waste outside of the containment section (col. 1, line 1 1, fig. 1) 
for the purpose of providing for the leakage of air into as opposed out of the bag. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Withers by including teaches 
transporting the container with selected waste in a vehicle, wherein the vehicle has a containment 
section designed to substantially eliminate a leakage of any component of the waste outside of 
the containment section as taught by Soprano et al for the purpose of for the purpose of 
providing for the leakage of air into as opposed to out of the bag to prevent any inadvertent 
exposure or injury to personnel during transportation. 
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Claims 34, 35, and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Withers et al in view of Medeiros et al and Soprano et al. Withers et al discloses selecting 
an appropriate container to collect the waste (col 4, lines 66-69, col. 5, lines 1-3); the container 
has a unique identification code (col. 11, line 1 8), providing the container to a waste generator 
(col. 1, lines 20-23), receiving and storing the container at a waste processing site (col. 10, lines 
54-56), collecting, accumulating and tracking information about the waste at selected points 
through out the process of collecting and containing the waste, wherein the information can be 
... by either or both of the waste generator and a waste processor (col. 4, lines 44-61), the end 
products comprise a syngas, vitrified glass and metal materials (col. 10, line 56, 29, fig. 1). 
Withers et al discloses applicant's invention substantially as claimed with the exception of 
transporting the container with selected waste in a vehicle, wherein the vehicle has a containment 
section designed to substantially eliminate a leakage of any component of the waste outside of 
the containment section, electronically accessed, including loading the waste container utilizing a 
conveyor belt system, treating the waste in a waste disposal system, the waste disposal system 
capable of converting the waste into end products; and removing the end products. Medeiros 
teaches electronically accessed (col. 3, lines 51-56, col. 11, lines 7-11) for the purpose of 
reducing paperwork and assuring compliance with procedures. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Withers et al by including electronically accessed as 
taught by Medeiros et al for the purpose of reducing paperwork and assuring compliance with 
procedures to reduce processing costs. Withers et al in view of Medeiros discloses applicant's 
invention substantially as claimed with the exception of transporting the container with selected 
waste in a vehicle, wherein the vehicle has a containment section designed to substantially 
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eliminate a leakage of any component of the waste outside of the containment section, including 
loading the waste container utilizing a conveyor belt system, treating the waste in a waste 
disposal system, the waste disposal system capable of converting the waste into end products; 
and removing the end products. Soprano et al teaches transporting the container with selected 
waste in a vehicle, wherein the vehicle has a containment section designed to substantially 
eliminate a leakage of any component of the waste outside of the containment section (col. 1, 
line 1 1, fig. 1) for the purpose of providing for the leakage of air into as opposed out of the bag. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Withers by including 
teaches transporting the container with selected waste in a vehicle, wherein the vehicle has a 
containment section designed to substantially eliminate a leakage of any component of the waste 
outside of the containment section as taught by Soprano et al for the purpose of for the purpose 
of providing for the leakage of air into as opposed to out of the bag to prevent any inadvertent 
exposure or injury to personnel during transportation. Withers et al in view of Medeiros and 
Soprano et al discloses applicant's invention substantially as claimed with the exception of 
including loading the waste container utilizing a conveyor belt system, treating the waste in a 
waste disposal system, the waste disposal system capable of converting the waste into end 
products; and removing the end products. Houser teaches loading the waste container utilizing a 
conveyor belt system (col. 3, line 18), treating the waste in a waste disposal system, the waste 
disposal system capable of converting the waste into end products (10, fig. 1); and removing the 
end products (1 1, fig. 1) for the purpose of automating the process to improve productivity and 
decrease occupational exposure. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Withers et al by including loading the waste container utilizing a conveyor belt system, 
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treating the waste in a waste disposal system, the waste disposal system capable of converting 
the waste into end products; and removing the end products as taught by Houser for the purpose 
of automating the process to improve productivity and decrease occupational exposure. 

Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Withers et al in 
view of Medeiros et al and Soprano et al as applied to claim 34 above, and further in view of 
Hollub. Withers et al discloses medical/infectious (col. 1, line 22). Withers et al in view of 
Medeiros and Soprano et al discloses applicant's invention substantially as claimed with the 
exception of the waste containers meet the specifications required by the United States DOT and 
the UN for collecting and transporting . . . waste . Hollub et al teaches of the waste containers 
meet the specifications required by the United States DOT and the UN for collecting and 
transporting . . . waste for the purpose of preventing an accidental spill to safeguard the 
environment and reduce exposure. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Withers et al by including of the waste containers meet the specifications required by 
the United States DOT and the UN for collecting and transporting . . . waste as taught by Hollub 
et al for the purpose of preventing an accidental spill to safeguard the environment and reduce 
exposure. 

Claim 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Withers et al in 
view of Medeiros et al and Soprano et al as applied to claim 34 above, and further in view of 
Titus et al. Withers et al in view of Medeiros and Soprano et al discloses applicant's invention 
substantially as claimed with the exception of the waste disposal system is a plasma enhanced 
melter system, wherein the plasma enhanced melter system utilizes both a plasma arc and joule 
heating. Titus et al teaches the waste disposal system is a plasma enhanced melter system, 
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wherein the plasma enhanced melter system utilizes both a plasma arc and joule heating (col 2, 
lines 48-52) for the purpose of reducing gaseous emissions. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Withers et al by including the waste disposal system is a 
plasma enhanced melter system, wherein the plasma enhanced melter system utilizes both a 
plasma arc and joule heating as taught by Hollub et al for the purpose of reducing gaseous 
emissions and thus reduce the costs associated with pollution remediation processes for the 
exhaust gases. 

Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Withers et al in 
view of Medeiros et al and Soprano et al as applied to claim 27 above, and further in view of 
Hollub. Withers et al discloses medical/infectious (col. 1, line 22). Withers et al in view of 
Medeiros and Soprano et al discloses applicant's invention substantially as claimed with the 
exception of the waste containers meet the specifications required by the United States DOT and 
the UN for collecting and transporting . . . waste . Hollub et al teaches of the waste containers 
meet the specifications required by the United States DOT and the UN for collecting and 
transporting . . . waste for the purpose of preventing an accidental spill to safeguard the 
environment and reduce exposure. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify Withers et al by including of the waste containers meet the specifications required by 
the United States DOT and the UN for collecting and transporting . . . waste as taught by Hollub 
et al for the purpose of preventing an accidental spill to safeguard the environment and reduce 
exposure. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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Claims 19, 20, 22, 24, 31, 37, 40, 42, 45-47, and 58 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 
disclosure. The following patents are cited to further show the state of art with respect to 
identification of data in general: Dimitri (5,729,464), Helfand et al (3,639,728). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenneth B Rinehart whose telephone number is 703-308-1722. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-4:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ira Lazarus can be reached on 703-308-1935. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9302 for regular 
communications and 703-308-9303 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0861. 
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